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(Soon May) The Wellerman (Come)
 

 

Traditional New Zealand whaling song, c. 1860-70.

 

 

This shanty refers to ships owned by the Weller Brothers, who were major suppliers of shore

whalers. Employees became known as " wellermen " . Instead of wages, workers at

bay-whaling stations were paid in slops (ready made clothing), spirits and tobacco. 

 

The song describes how the crew hopes that " wellerman " will bring them supplies.

Tonguing refers to the tonguers, the part of a shore team responsible for butchering the

whale after it had been caught. While its authorship is unknown, it was likely written by a

teenage sailor or shore whaler. 
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